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A Written Legacy:
A Bibliography for Michael R. Weed

M. Todd Hall

In volume 23 of Christian Studies, the subtitle “Scholarship for the Church”
was added to the publication. In part, this was a descriptive addition: Chris-
tian Studies is not, primarily, an academic journal. It is meant to offer, rather,
scholarly thinking in service of the church. Additionally, the subtitle was
added to provide direction for the future of the publication as senior faculty
members approach retirement and prepared to deliver oversight of the publi-
cation to their colleagues.

The subtitle could also rightly be used to describe the academic career of
Michael Weed. Michael’s seminary education was formative for him. From
brilliant teachers such as Stuart Currie, E. T. Thompson, and Prescott Wil-
liams, Michael learned that theology is a long-running conversation which is
meant above all to nourish the life of the church. Michael relates the story of
a discussion he once had with professor Currie about possibly pursuing fur-
ther graduate work. “We would be happy if a few of our students continued
on to pursue PhDs,” Currie said in his southern accent, “but this is a semi-
nary, and we mean to provide educated ministers for the church.”

Drawing from his experience with professors dedicated to the service of
the church, Michael has made this his life’s work. His publications reflect
this concern. In looking through Christian Studies (including its Faculty Bul-

letin iteration), I noted that Michael published an article in every volume.
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This publication became his venue for exploring and critiquing church prac-
tices in light of socio-cultural developments vis-a-vis theology.

In addition, Michael has walked the fine line described by Pelikan in re-
gard to the church’s inherited faith: “Tradition is the living faith of the dead;
traditionalism is the dead faith of the living.” Michael’s faith was born from
and nurtured within the restoration tradition. His deep affection for this tradi-
tion, especially as expressed within churches of Christ, has driven him to
offer thoughtful—and thought-provoking—articles. In some cases, Michael
has found himself driven, out of his love for this tradition, to perform the
thankless task of the watchman, calling out danger from the walls. He has
analyzed every issue from legalism to postmodernism, but perhaps his most
insightful work has been his examinations of the entertainment culture and
its impact on church practices. In each of these reflections, Michael has ex-
pressed his deep concern for the church’s well being and faithfulness.

Those of us who have been blessed to know Michael as a teacher and
friend have seen the praxis of his scholarship. Michael has engaged students
pastorally countless times in his long teaching career at Austin Grad, whether
in academic or personal crises. These moments were, for Michael, moments
in which theology became incarnate. Many students, friends, church mem-
bers, and colleagues have been blessed through his concern.

I began studying with Michael in 1998. My wife Jennifer and I took sev-
eral classes with Michael through 1998 and 1999. During this time, |
watched him engage theological issues with a precision and insight that I had
not seen before nor have I since. It was during the summer and fall of 2000,
though, that I saw Michael’s theological acumen lived out in a pastoral crisis.

When Jennifer died in June of 2000, I began a long journey of explora-
tion: it was an exploration of suffering, of grief, of hope, of God, of grace.
My guide in this exploration was Michael Weed. I include, below, an email |
received from Michael regarding a query about Christians and suffering. It is

one of many.
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A Written Legacy

Todd

You know there is not an easy answer to the questions you are
asking. We live in a universe constructed for rational, social, and de-
pendent beings to grow in wisdom—and, unfortunately, much of that
is through suffering.

Actions have consequences—harsh words don't turn into com-
pliments and bullets do not turn into snowflakes. This means that
there is a lot of latitude regarding what can happen and much of who
we are called to be is shaped in response to the consequences of our
own actions—perhaps most of who we are is shaped in response to
the actions—good, bad, irresponsible, etc—of others.

We had a member of my congregation killed this spring by a
drug addict whose car jumped the divider and crashed head on into
his truck with his two daughters in the cab with him. This was an
event that is part of a whole scheme of events that unfolded over
years. I have no satisfactory answer. I do know that, to me, the alter-
native, (a) no God, (b) God does not care—provides little comfort
and leaves even more unexplained than my trust in a God who takes
our suffering on himself. Thus, can we assume that a universe in
which free beings are shaped in response to the consequences of their
own decisions and actions requires the freedom to commit irrespon-
sible and even evil actions which tragically shape our own lives and
those of others? Again, a critical part of who we are is how we re-
spond to those things which we did not cause—but which we none-
theless have to live with and suffer from.

Clearly, Christianity is not an artificial, “Blue Skies and Rain-
bows” religion. [This superficial understanding perhaps leads many
to become bitter when tragedy strikes.] But then, Christianity invests
our individual lives and actions with great significance. It is in such

circumstances that we image God. Pilate presents Jesus in John 19,
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“Ecce homo, Behold the man”—betrayed by one of his own, aban-
doned by his followers and friends, mocked, beaten—standing in ab-
solute obedient trust in God—here is John's picture of Paul’s “Se-
cond Adam,” the man we were/are called to be as images of God—
faithful in spite of overwhelming odds. Yes, it is painful, lonely, oc-
casionally despairing—but, “Our hope is not in ourselves—our cir-
cumstances, our abilities, our emotions—but in God who raises the
dead!”

Todd, again, I do not have an “answer.” This is not a math prob-
lem. We live in a fallen world—inescapably subject to the intended
and unintended repercussions of actions by countless thousands—
millions—of others. No, I can’t give an answer. I can only find hope
in a God who does not abandon us but takes our agony and despair
on himself.

God bless you,
Michael

This note illustrates Michael’s deeply held incarnational thinking. It rep-
resents Michael’s concern that theological reflection touch the ground where
people live. I include this note out of gratitude, and on behalf of all of his
students I offer thanks to Dr. Michael Weed for his ability and concern to
connect theology to real life. Michael knows that theology, such as the ques-
tion of human suffering, has real-life implications. He understands that the
church’s struggle with the culture around it, including the technophilic enter-
tainment culture, can be seen, for example, in seemingly harmless modifica-
tions to the church’s worship and architecture.

Included below is a select bibliography of Michael’s academic work for
the church thus far. The list is not complete, and if it were, it could not fully
reveal the servant who has dedicated himself, above all, to the guardianship
of the church. We who have benefited from Michael’s keen insight and deep

concern recognize in him a true scholar for the church.
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Monographs or Books Jointly Authored or Edited

Basic Christian Beliefs, vols. 1 and 2 with Wendell Willis (Austin: Sweet,
1971).

Bible Handbook: A Guide for Basic Bible Study with Libby Weed (Austin:
Sweet, 1974).

Letters of Paul to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon, in the Living
Word Commentary, vol. 11, Everett Ferguson, Editor (Austin, Texas:
Sweet, 1971).

The Minister and His Work with Wendell Willis (Austin: Sweet, 1970).

Churches of the New Testament with Wendell Willis (Austin: Sweet, 1971).

The Worldly Church: A Call for Biblical Renewal with C. Leonard Allen and
Richard T. Hughes (Abilene: ACU Press, 1988).

Things That Matter, edited by Michael Weed and Jeffrey Peterson (Austin:
Christian Studies Press, 2000).

Christian Theology and Ethics

“The Moralistic Experience: An Inquiry,” Restoration Quarterly 15/2 (1972),
65-83.

“The Discipline of Freedom, “Christian Studies, 1 (1980), 19-27.

“The Layman, the Theologian, and the Church,” Restoration Quarterly, 23/1
(1980), 17-26.

“The Authority of Jesus, or the Jesus of Authority?” Christian Studies, 2
(1981), 46-57.

“The Locus of Moral Consciousness,” in Christian Teaching: Studies in
Honor of LeMoine G. Lewis (Abilene: ACU Press, 1981), 256-272.

“The Twilight of the Gods: Pluralism, Morality, and the Church,” Christian
Studies, 3 (1982), 5-16.
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“Mystery, Marriage, and Morality,” Christian Studies, 4 (1983), 30—43.
“Friendship as a Moral Category” in Doctor Ecclesiae: Essays in honor of
John Frederick Jansen, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary Bulle-

tin, Faculty Edition, Vol. XCVIII June, 1983.

“Christian Ethics: An Introduction and Basic Readings,” Mission, 17/6
(1983), 17-22.

“The Rise of Judaism: From Exodus/Sinai to Sinai/Exodus,” Christian Stud-
ies, 5 (1984) 18-30.

“Ethos and Authority: Then and Now,” Christian Studies, 7 (1986), 62-77.

“Christian Education: Convention or Commitment?” Christian Studies, 9
(1988), 23-35.

“Evangelism, Ethics, and Eschatological Existence,” Christian Studies, 10
(1989), 48-60.

“Why Johnny Can’t Pray, “ Christian Studies, 12 (1992), 3—11.
“Worship and Ethics,” Christian Studies, 13 (1993), 47-53.

“And They Were Silent: Reflections on Legalism,” Christian Studies, 15
(1995-96), 29-40.

“The Magician’s Bargain: Modern Technology and the Eclipse of God,”
Christian Studies, 17 (1999), 31-46.

“Confession and Intercession: Two Spiritual Disciplines,” Christian Studies,
20 (2004), 51-61.

“From Mystery to Mastery: Christo-Paganism Then and Now,” Christian
Studies, 22 (2007-8), 59-69.

Contemporary Social World and Culture

“The Secularization of the Church: From Transcendence to Technique,”
Christian Studies, 6 (1985), 62-77.

“The Secular Church: American Church Adapts to Self-Centered Culture,”
Christian Chronicle, June 1985.
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“Amusing the Saints: Edification without Transcendence,” Christian Studies,
8 (1987), 46-58.

“Junk Food worship: Churches Must Avoid Spiritual Malnutrition,” Chris-
tian Chronicle, May 1987.

“Christo-paganism seen as danger in cultural adaptation,” Christian Chroni-
cle, March 1993

“Academic Freedom and the Christian University,” Christian Studies, 14
(1994), 57-63.

“Religious Experience and Spirituality: Biblical and Post-Modern,” Chris-
tian Studies, 16 (1996-97), 55-68.

“Relevant thoughts on making corporate worship the time of our lives,”
Christian Chronicle, Nov. 1998.

“Community churches and upbeat religion,” Christian Chronicle, March,
2000.

“Shallows and Depths: The Rise of (Post) Modern Images of Humanity,”
Christian Studies, 18 (2000/2001), 29—-40.

“Tradition: A Stranger to the Modern World and Church,” Christian Studies,
21 (2006), 5-13.

“Pietism, Pieties, and the Contemporary Church: Promise and Peril,” Chris-
tian Studies, 23 (2009), 61-74.

“American Fundamentalists: The Left Behind,” Christian Studies, 24 (2010),
65-717.

Restoration Movement/Churches of Christ

“Cruciform Life or Cruciform Church: A Review of The Cruciform Church
by Leonard Allen,” Christian Studies, 11/1 (1990), 55-65.

“A Tradition at Risk,” Christian Studies, 11/2 (1991), 44—65.

“The Church Today: A Call for Wisdom in an Uncertain Future,” Leaven,
2/3 (1993), 29-31.
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“The Gospel in Urban Vessels: Churches of Christ Face the Twenty-First
Century,” with Gary Holloway, Discipliana, 55/4 (1995), 109-121.

“Consecrated Pragmatism: Trends in Modern Worship,” Christian Studies,
19 (2003), 5-18.

“‘Anti-legalism,” reaction against legalism is a growing trend—but equally
toxic,” Christian Chronicle, April 2004.

“Honoring God’s Servant J. D. Thomas, July 20, 1910-February 16, 2004”
Restoration Quarterly, 46/3 (2004), 249-252.

“Baptism: Mode and Meaning,” Christian Studies, 22 (2007-08), 69-71.

*For Michael Weed'’s full bibliography, visit
http://www.austingrad.edu/academics weed resource.html
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Michael with student Bobby Jeffcoat, circa 1980. Michael has endeared him-
self to students and colleagues in many ways over the years. One of the most
enduring remembrances is Michael’s “unique” chalkboard/whiteboard draw-
ings and handwriting. This (unusually legible) picture is offered with fond
remembrances and in anticipation of many more chalkboard discussions.
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