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Editor’s Note 
 
 

With this issue of Christian Studies, I begin the duty and privilege of serving 
the faculty as editor. Since its inaugural issue in 1980, this journal, known at 
that time simply as the “Faculty Bulletin,” has been in the capable hands of 
its founding editor, Michael Weed. It is with gratitude for Dr. Weed’s vision-
ary labor and with humility for the work at hand that I assume the role of 
editor, with the indispensable aid of the managing editor, Todd Hall. 

From its inception, this publication has sought to provide responsible and 
biblical theological reflection that is beneficial and accessible to the scholar 
as well as to the interested “layperson.” This aim is summed up well in the 
journal’s motto: Scholarship for the Church. I want to assure our readers, old 
and new alike, that we press on toward the future mindful of what has come 
before. As in the past, so in the future, the goal of this journal will be not 
merely to publish the “results of scholarly research,” but to address real is-
sues in the faith and practice of the church and of individual believers. As in 
the past, it will continue to be a publication of the faculty of Austin Graduate 
School of Theology, but also with contributions from other scholars. Within 
these parameters, the intent is to provide readers with the best theological 
writing in Churches of Christ, but also with a reach that extends beyond our 
walls. 

All issues of Christian Studies, including this one, are available online, 
via the Austin Grad website, at http://austingrad.edu/resources/christian-
studies-publication. If you find the content beneficial, please share this jour-
nal, in its print and online forms, with others. 

In that first issue of the “Faculty Bulletin” that appeared thirty-five years 
ago was a contribution by Paul Watson. Watson is an Old Testament scholar 
who taught at the Institute for Christian Studies (now Austin Grad) from 
1979-1983. He had a lasting impact on his colleagues and students during his 
years as a professor here. He left the Institute to work in full-time congrega-
tional ministry, where he has continued to influence countless souls for 
God’s kingdom. This issue of Christian Studies, whose theme is “The Old 
Testament and the Life of the Church,” is dedicated to Paul Watson and to 
the legacy of scholarship and ministry that he has passed on—and continues 
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to pass on—to the church. The contributors bring this gift to him, and to us 
all, in the hope that it will bring honor to whom honor is due. 

 

 
Keith D. Stanglin 
Editor 
stanglin@austingrad.edu
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A Written Legacy:  
A Bibliography of Paul L. Watson 

 
 

M. Todd Hall 
with Paul Watson, Michael Weed, and Allan McNicol 

 
 
 
 
 

From 1979 to 1986, Paul L. Watson served Austin Grad (then the Institute 
for Christian Studies) as a member of the faculty, first as a full-time faculty 
member and then as an adjunct professor. In his service, he helped in the de-
velopment of the vision of the school, specifically as an institution living in 
service of the church. In 1983, Paul embarked on a full time ministry career 
that would span more than two decades, serving the Cole Mill Road Church 
of Christ in Durham, North Carolina, as both pulpit minister and, for several 
years, as elder. Throughout this time, Paul continued his service of scholar-
ship as well, teaching courses as adjunct professor for several schools, in-
cluding Abilene Christian University, Austin Grad, Amridge University, and 
the Institute for Theology and Christian Ministry in St. Petersburg, Russia. In 
addition, Paul continued publishing for both the academy and the church. 

Throughout his academic and preaching careers, Paul evidenced both ac-
ademic and leadership capability. Paul did his undergraduate work at ACU 
(then ACC), and subsequently completed a Master of Divinity degree and a 
Ph.D. in Old Testament from Yale Divinity School. Paul explains that his 
intention was to engage in a teaching career upon his graduation with the 
doctorate. His early publications reflect this academic concern. 

Along the way, though, Paul made a decision that (as Allan McNicol 
pointed out) few academics make. Paul became the embodiment of “Scholar-
ship for the Church” and left full-time teaching for service of the church in 
the pulpit. His subsequent publications reflect a deep concern for the inter-
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section of scholarship and the life of the church. For decades, then, Paul has 
offered service both to the Cole Mill Road congregation and the broader fel-
lowship of Churches of Christ in both the pulpit and the study. We are grate-
ful for his scholarly and pastoral work. 

In addition to his work, Paul has also proven to be an excellent colleague 
and friend. Michael Weed and Allan McNicol fondly recall discussions with 
Paul around the faculty lunch table, discussions that have continued over the 
years. Throughout his ministry, Paul has shown a strength of character and 
integrity that have inspired the Christians he served both in joy and in trage-
dy. Michael and Allan also remember grieving with Paul and his children 
over the loss of his wife Ann, and rejoicing with Paul as he built a new life 
with his wife Kay, also widowed, and their children. Having recently cele-
brated their twenty-fifth anniversary, Paul and Kay continue their life togeth-
er in faithful service to the church. 

My own interactions with Paul have revealed a man who, in addition to 
his scholarly and pastoral acumen, exhibits immense grace, wisdom, and pa-
tience. He has shown deep concern for ways in which scholarship intersects 
with the church and specifically the church’s ministers, and his careful and 
thoughtful deliberation on such matters serves as a guide for those who fol-
low him in these thoughts. 

Here we offer, in gratitude, a limited bibliography of Paul’s scholarly 
and pastoral work. This list of course does not capture the entirety of the man 
who has served the church for so many years. It does, though, offer a glimpse 
into his deeply pastoral heart, and it provides a written legacy of a faithful 
servant and friend who continues to offer insight and wisdom to the church. 
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